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Setting the scene  

 

Strategic objective of the Bill/Act 
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Outline 

1. What? 
2. Why? 
3. How? 
4. Who? 
5. Recommendations 
6. Conclusion 
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Purpose 
• Provoke and trigger thinking  
• Stimulate debate and discussion 
• Make recommendations for 

consideration 
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Strategic objectives?? 

• Long term organizational goals 
• They help convert Mission into specific plans and 

projects 
 
Mission is derived from a broad VISION 
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Strategic objectives??  
Mission is derived from a broad VISION 
 

3 BIG QUESTIONS?? 
 

WHAT IS OUR VISION? 
WHAT INFORMS AND GUIDES THE DRAFTING OF 

THE BILL? 
WHAT IS THE PROBLEM? 



Subsistence Farming 
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Subsistence Farming 
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Commercial Farming 
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Farming infrastructure outcomes 
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Lessons from Agriculture 

Subsistence or commercial 
 
 
PRINCIPLE IS THE SAME: Infrastructure is not 
for decoration  

usage and deriving benefits 
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Lessons from Agriculture 

-Its Infrastructure- 
Strategic Objective 
 Production 
 Result-oriented 
 Value Add 
 Complete value-chain 
 Accountability 
 
  
  
 

 
 



13 

 
 

Lessons from Agriculture 

1. What should be the Strategic Objective of 
the Bill/Act? 
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SDI Act current emphasis 
1. Establishment of SASDI 
2. Establishment of CSI and Sub Committees 
3. Standards and prescriptions 
4. Capture and publishing of metadata 
5. Access to Spatial Information  
6. Supply of and accountability for spatial information 
7. Agreements on utilization of spatial information 

- Licensing agreement between Data Custodian/Vendor 
and user 

8. Collaborative maintenance 
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The Bill 

• To establish the South African Spatial Data Infrastructure; 
• To provide a framework for policies, principles, norms, standards 

and prescriptions to facilitation of the management and sharing of 
geospatial information at different spheres of government 

• To provide for the establishment of the South African Geospatial 
Information Management Council; 

• To provide for the establishment of the Office of the  Chief 
Geospatial Information Officer;  

• To provide for its objects, powers and functions;  
• To provide for the appointment and powers of the Chief Geospatial 

Information Officer;  
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The Bill 
• To regulate the capturing and management of geospatial 

information;  
• To establish an electronic metadata catalogue;  
• To provide for the determination of standards and prescription;  
• To provide for the capture and publishing of metadata and the 

avoidance of duplication of capture of geospatial information;  
• To provide for the establishment of Provincial Spatial Data 

Infrastructure 
• To provide for powers and functions of the Provincial Spatial Data 

Infrastructure Forum  
• and to provide for matters connected therewith. 
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Key questions? 
Role of proposed Institutional arrangement 
(Councils; Forums; Officers)  
• Ceremonial? 
• Information sharing? 
• Advocacy and promotion? 
• Coordination? 
• Advisory? 
• Strategic? 
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Key questions? 

Powers of proposed Institutional arrangements  
• What authority and influence will they 

have? 
• Any teeth? 

 
NB: Any link and contribution to the overall 
development objectives of the country?? 
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Key questions? 

Will the New revised Act just establish the 
infrastructure/SASDI? 
 

OR 
Strengthen and enhance South Africa’s 
planning and decision-making capability for a 
better life for all? 
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WHY? 

 
Why Review the SDI Act? 
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Why Review the SDI Act? 

• Experience since 2003 SDI Act 
• Need to fill the gaps 

• NDP 
• Geomatics Professions Act 
• International factors (trade, investment, 

treaties) 
• Planning failures in government 
• Poor service delivery 
• Etc. 
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Why Review the SDI Act? 

Need to fill the gaps 
 

Where are the gaps? 
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SASDI 
 
 
 

Framework 
 
 
 

Technical   Institutional   Policy 
 
    FOR 
Capture; Management; Maintenance; Integration; 
Distribution; Usage of spatial information 
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SDI Act provides no details on:  

• Capture 

• Management 

• Maintenance 

• Integration 

• Distribution 

• Usage of spatial information 

 

Hence the need for instruments to realise and actualise these 
broad objectives 
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HOW? 

 
The Review Process? 
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The Review Process? 

• Honest open introspection (lessons from 
history: Failures and successes)?? 

• Desktop? 
• Inclusive and consultative/participative? 
• International lessons/alternative practices? 
• Evolving process? 
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The Review Process? 

 
NB: Should the establishment of Geo-Spatial 
Information function be legislated?? Or leave it 
as a discretionary function??  
 
Re: PFMA 
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Key issues from the PFMA 

• Applies to National and Provincial 
Departments and their entities 

• Establishes the National  and Provincial 
Treasuries 

• Prescribes the enforcement of norms and 
standards by National and Provincial Treasuries 

• Outlines the Budget processes (National and 
provincial) 
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Key issues from the PFMA 

• Compulsory appointment of Accounting 
Officers and CFOs 

• Spells out their responsibilities and 
disciplinary sanctions from negligence 

• Responsibilities of Ministers and MECs as 
Executive Authorities 

• Financial misconduct of public officials and 
disciplinary measures 

• Establishes the Accounting Standards Board 
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Key issues from the PFMA 

FOREWORD BY TREVOR MANUEL 
 

The PFMA is one of the most important pieces of 
legislation passed by the first democratic 
government in this country. The Act promotes the 
objective of good financial management in order 
to maximise delivery through efficient and 
effective use of limited resources. As such it is 
critical for the success of the RDP. 
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Key issues from the PFMA 

FOREWORD BY TREVOR MANUEL 
 

The Key objectives of the Act may be summarised 
as follows: 
1. Modernise the system of financial management. 
2. Enable public sector managers to manage, but at the 

same time be more accountable. 
3. Ensure the timely provision of quality information. 
4. Eliminate waste and corruption in the use of public 

assets. 



Placement and Management of the Act in Govt? 

• Agriculture, Rural Development, and Land Reform? 

• DPSA? 

• Presidency/DPME? 

• Science and Technology? 

• National Treasury? 

• New Ministry?? 

 

 NB: Strategic role of spatial information in South Africa 
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WHO?? OVERSIGHT FUNCTION 



• Let us define the problem first (VISION) 

• Revision of the objectives: informed by the VISION  

(to include the enhancement of SA’s planning and 

decision-making processes??) 

• Institutions established  (Councils and Officers) must 

have meaningful powers to influence the strategic 

usage of spatial information to benefit SA. Review 

their roles/functions, powers and responsibilities  

accordingly. (STRUCTURES THAT ‘HAVE TEETH’ 

AND ADD VALUE) 
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Recommendations 



• Accountability (Institutions and Officers) 

• Legislate the establishment of geo-spatial 

information management function in all 

spheres of government (make it compulsory). 

– To also inform roles of Councils and Officers  

• Lobby/Initiate dialogue with government for 

the consolidation of all geo-spatial information 

functions into one Ministry 
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Recommendations 



• SDI Act review process: Opportunity to close 

the gaps 

• Evolving process 

• Strong institutions with enforceable powers 

are key to reposition geo-spatial information in 

SA. 
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Conclusion 



• Key word : ‘MANAGEMENT’ in the title  

South African Geospatial Information 

Management Bill 2019 

should inform its content and substance  
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Conclusion 



 

 

THANK YOU 
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